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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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1 )□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S.C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1-24, drawn to a drip tray sanitizing system and a product 
dispenser, classified in class 134, subclass 167R. 

II. Claims 25-36, drawn to a method of sanitizing a drip tray, classified in 
class 134, subclass 18. 

The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 

2. Inventions II and I are related as process and apparatus for its practice. The 
inventions are distinct if it can be shown that either: (1) the process as claimed can be 
practiced by another and materially different apparatus or by hand, or (2) the apparatus 
as claimed can be used to practice another and materially different process. (MPEP § 
806.05(e)). In this case the process as claimed can be practiced by another apparatus 
such as one without a valve, and the apparatus as claimed can be used to practice 
another process such as a process for cleaning a collection pan in a potable water 
collection system. 

3. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art in view of their different 
classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

4. Because these inventions are independent or distinct for the reasons given 
above and have acquired a separate status in the art because of their recognized 
divergent subject matter, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 
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5. During a telephone conversation with Christopher Makay on 8/1/06 a provisional 
election was made without traverse to prosecute the invention of Group I, claims 1-24. 
Affirmation of this election must be made by applicant in replying to this Office action. 
Claims 25-36 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 

CFR 1.142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 

6. Applicant is reminded that upon the cancellation of claims to a non-elected 
invention, the inventorship must be amended in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .48(b) if one 
or more of the currently named inventors is no longer an inventor of at least one claim 
remaining in the application. Any amendment of inventorship must be accompanied by 
a request under 37 CFR 1.48(b) and by the fee required under 37 CFR 1.1 7(i). 

Drawings 

7. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they do not include the following reference sign(s) mentioned in the 

km 

description: On page 8, line 2, "195" has been cited, however Fig. 1 does not include 
"195". Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet 
submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as 
either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the 
changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of 
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any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

8. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "165" and "166" have both been used to designate valve 
(page 10, lines 1 , 3). Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are 
required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the 
immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

9. The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "166" has been used to designate both valve and switch. 
Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in reply to 
the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement 
drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version 
of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. Each drawing sheet submitted 
after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
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corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claims 1-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poindexter (5,398,517). 

Poindexter discloses an apparatus for periodically cleaning water collection tray of 
potable water collection system. The reference discloses the valve 88, a pump 82 
having an inlet port 84 and outlet port 86, and the spray manifolds 40, 42, 44 (see Figs 
2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, and 4). The reference discloses the sanitizing fluid source and the 
controller. See the abstract, col. 1, lines30-33, col. 2, lines 43-57, col. 4, lines 20-50, col. 
5, lines 6-53, the claims and Figs 2-4. 

Poindexter does not disclose the drip tray of a product dispenser, the valve switch, 
the pump switch, and the mixing union as claimed. 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to use the cleaning system 
taught by Poindexter to sanitize the drip tray of a product dispenser, because the drip 
tray and the collection tray taught by Poindexter are functionally equivalent, because 
both trays are used to collect the drip from the fluid dispensing apparatus. One skilled in 
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the art would use the valve switch and the pump switch to improve the cleaning 
apparatus. It is obvious for one skilled in the art to use a mixing unit if using more than 
one sanitizing fluid. 

12. Claims 15-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Poindexter in combination with Lindner (3,942,685). 

Poindexter discloses an apparatus for periodically cleaning water collection tray of 
potable water collection system. The reference discloses the valve 88, a pump 82 
having an inlet port 84 and outlet port 86, and the spray manifolds 40, 42, 44 (see Figs 
2A, 2B, 3A, 3B, and 4). The reference discloses the sanitizing fluid source and the 
controller. See the abstract, col. 1, lines30-33, col. 2, lines 43-57, col. 4, lines 20-50, col. 
5, lines 6-53, the claims and Figs 2-4. 

Poindexter does not disclose the product dispenser, the drip tray sanitizing system 
is internal to the beverage dispenser, the product dispenser, the valve switch, the pump 
switch, and the mixing union as claimed. 

Lindner discloses a product dispenser comprising a housing includes a controller 
and drip tray disposed on the housing. See Fig. 1, col. 1, lines 55-66, col. 2, lines 47-48- 
50, col. 8, lines 35-66. Lindner does not teach drip tray sanitizing system as claimed. 

It would have been obvious for one skilled in the art to use the cleaning system 
taught by Poindexter in the product dispenser taught by Lindner to obtain the claimed 
product dispenser, because the drip tray of Lindner and the collection tray taught by 
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Poindexter are functionally equivalent. One skilled in the art would use the valve switch 
and the pump switch to improve the cleaning apparatus. It is obvious for one skilled in 
the art to use a mixing unit if using more than one sanitizing fluid. 



Conclusion 

1 3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Schroeder et al. disclose a method and apparatus for dispensing 
product. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zeinab E. EL-Arini whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1301 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Barr can be reached on (571) 272-1414. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Zeinab E. EL-Arini 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1746 

ZEE 
8/30/06 



